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cSanders,  William  Stephen., 
Germany !s  two  voices 


ERMANY'S  TWO  VOICES. 


I  '*  Germany  must  squeeze  her  enemies  with  a  pair  of  pincers, 
taiely,  the   military  pincer   and   the    pacifist   pineer.     The 
prman  armies  must  continue  to  fight  vigorously,  whilst  the 
brman   Socialists   encourage  and  stimulate  pacifism  among 
srmany's    enemies."— HBKR    DAVID,    Socialist    Member    in 
aichstag  for  Mainz,  speaking  at  the  Congress  of  the  German  £ 
amocratic  Party  at  Wm-zburg,  October  16th,  1917. 
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WM.  STEPHEN  SANDERS  has  been  connected  with 

the  Labour  and  Socialist  movement  of  Great  Britain 

/ 

for  over  thirty  years.  He  has  occupied  important 
positions  in  the  movement,  including  Membership 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Labour  Party, 
the  Secretaryship  of  the  British  Section  of  the 

International  Socialist  Bureau,  and  the  Secretaryship  1;; 

- 
of     the    Fabian     Society.       He    has    made    special 

investigations  into  social,  industrial  and  political 
conditions  in  Germany,  having  studied  in  that 
country  for  a  considerable  period;  and  is  author 
of  German  Social  Democracy,  Trade  Unionism  in 
Germany,  and  Is  it  a  Capitalist  War  ?  He  joined 
the  Army  in  1915,  and  served  two  years  at  home 
and  abroad.  In  1917  he  went  to  Russia  as  a 
member  of  the  British  Labour  Delegation. 


Germany's   Two   Voices. 

BY 

WM.   STEPHEN   SANDERS. 

"  The  majority  of  the  German  Social  Democrats,  .  . 
have  approved  the  means  for  the  German  war  of  aggression. 
They  have  followed  military  imperialism  unconditionally 
on  the  occasion  of  every  vote  from  August  \±th,  1914,  until 
to-day,  untroubled  about  the  origin,  untroubled  about  the 
aims  of  this  war  of  conquest,  which  they  still  endeavour 
deceitfully  to '  transform  into  a  ivar  of  German  defence. 
The  majority  of  the  German  Social  Democratic  Party  have 
made  themselves  the  accomplices  of  the  German  Government, 
and  thus  they  bsar  their  share  of  the  responsibility  for  the 
outbreak  and  for  all  the  further  consequences  of  the 
European  War. 

"It,  is  these  people,  the  Socialist  Neo-Imperialists,  who 
must  be  made  innocuous ;  the  deceitful  mask  of  '  defenders 
of  the  Fatherland '  must  be  torn  from,  their  face  in  order 
that  people  may  recognise  them  as  they  are.  .  .  ." — The 
Crime  (das  Verlrecheri),  by  a  German  (author  of  J' Accuse). 


Since  Germany  decided  to  break  the  peace  of  the  world, 
German  writers  have  disclosed  the  fact  that  their  Govern- 
ment had  carefully  planned  during  forty  years  the  war 
which  is  now  raging.  German  military  authors  and  pub- 
licists have  declared  that  Germany  willed  the  conflict  and 
prepared  for  it  by  organising  all  the  strength  of  the  country 
for  the  coming  attack  on  civilisation,  and  by  constantly 


searching  Cor  the  weaknesses  of  tbeir  probable  antagonists. 
Facts  now  accepted  by  the  whole  world  were  common 
property  in  the  German  Empire  years  before  the  fateful 
hour  struck  in  August,  1914.  But  the  aim  of  Germany  was 
masked  by  the  apparent  revolutionary  and  pacifist  tendency 
of  the  great  mass  of  Social  Democrats,  who  posed  to  the 
working  classes  of  other  nations  as  sincere  friends  of  revolu- 
tionary democracy  and  peace,  and  stern  opponents  of  the 
aims  of  their  Government.  Social  Democratic  leaders  were 
eloquent  in  their  denunciation  of  armaments  and  of  war,  and 
constantly  proclaimed  the  need  of  revolution  in  Germany. 
They  sought  to  give  the  rest  of  the  world  the  impression 
that  they  would  never  support  theft*  Government  in  its 
aggressive  policy.  And  the  world  received  the  impression 
willingly  because  the  world  wanted  to  maintain  peace.  But 
an  examination  of  the  acts  of  the  Social  Democrats  shows 
that,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  they  played  the  part  of  a 
screen  to  the  intentions  of  the  Government  which  they 
appeared  to  be  opposing.  They  never  translated  their 
speeches  into  action.  Whenever  they  were  requested  by  the 
workers  in  other  countries  to  do  something  positive  to 
restrain  the  military  and  aggressive  elements  in  .their  country, 
they  always  declined.  At  International  Trade  Union  and 
Socialist  Congresses  they  refused  j:o  agree  to  any  practical 
steps  towards  minimising  the  possibility  of  war. 


Germany  and  the  Naval  Holiday. 

Mr.  Samuel  Gompers,  President  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labour,  an  organization  with  2,500,000  members,  gives 
an  instance  of  this  in  his  message  to  the  British  Trade 
Union  Congress  of  1917.  He  states  : — 

"  When  the  British  Government,  through  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  Winston  Churchill,  declared  for  an 
international  naval  holiday,  the  American  Federation  of 
Labour  took  up  the  subject  and  declared  for  it,  and 
.succeeded  in  having  the  Hmipe  of  Representatives  pass  a 


resolution  in  favour  of  such  a  holiday.  I  transmitted  to 
Herr  Legien,  Executive  of  the  International  Labour 
Secretariat,  a  cummunication  asking  that  he  and  the  labour 
movement  of  Germany  declare  for  a  naval  holiday,  or  a 
stoppage  of  production  of  warships,  and  I  also  asked  him, 
as  the  official  .head  of  the  international  labour  movement, 
to  send  to  the  offices  of  the  various  trade  unions  each  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labour,  urging  their  respective  Governments  to  adopt 
the  policy  of  the  naval  holiday.  I  received  the  reply  from 
Herr  Legien  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  do  that." 


German  Socialists  Oppose  Peace  Measures. 

In  his  pamphlet,  "Who  was  responsible  for  the  War  —  and 
Why  ",  Mr.  Ben  Tillett,  M.P.,  the  well-known  Socialist  and 
Labour  Leader,  states  :  — 

"Germany  knew  our  unpreparedness  if  we  did  not. 
II  was  one  of  those  who,  seeing  the  danger  of  a  general 
European  conflict  ahead,  would  have  used  thejfnternational 
forces  of  labour  to  prevent  it  by  organising  and  establishing 
a  universal  strike  of  the"  workers  of  Europe  it'  the  rulers 
declared  war.  Had  such  a  strike  been  carried'  out  in  all 
the  countries  it  would  have  made  war  impossible.  When  I 
proposed  this  to  the  German  Labour  Leaders  shortly  before 
the  present  war  began,  they  told  me  that  I  proposed  it  not 
because  I  loved  peace,  but  because  England  was  afraid  of 
war.  England  was  not  ready.  Germany  was.  England 
knew  that  Germany  could  overwhelm  her,  they  said,  and 
therefore  Englishmen  like  myself  were  trying  to  prevent 
Germaiiy  from  using  the  resources  that  she  herself  had 


it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  at  the  last  Trade  Union 
Congress  which  I  attended  in  Germany  as  a  delegate  from 
the   United  Kingdom,  the  proposal  for  an  international 
strike  of  Labour  against  war  was  opposed  by  the  Germans^ 
Those  few  British  Socialist  delegates  who  have  since  made 


themselves  prominent  as  pacifists,  and  as  opponents  of 
England's  present  policy  in  the  war,  back  up  the  Germans. 
"  Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  example  of  the  way  in 
which  the  war  spirit  was  fostered  among  the  German 
people  was  found  in  the  manipulations  of  organised 
Labour.  There  was  an  International  Transport  Workers' 
Union.  At  a  Congress  at  Munich  a  few  weeks  before  the 
war  opened,  the  German  delegates  urged  me  not  to  propose 
a  resolution  calling  upon  Labour  of  all  nations  to  strike  if 
war  was  declared.  They  said  they  could  not  attend  any 
Congress  where  such  a  resolution  was  even  propossd  and 
they  would  not  dare  to  return  and  face  the  organisations 
they  represented  if  it  were  as  much  as  discussed.  At  the 
time  I  thought  that  their  attitude  was  influenced  by  fear 
of  the  military.  I  now  think  that  it  was  influenced  by 
their  military  spirit  and  by  their  belief  in  a  coming  German 
victory.  It  was  no  surprise  to  those  of  us  who  had  observed 
the  development  of  the  military  spirit  in  Germany  when 
at  the  outbreak  of  war  the  Social  Democratic  Party  in 
Parliament  enthusiastically  supported  their  Government." 

Karl  Liebknecht's  Agitation. 

The  German  organised  workers,  it  should  be  remembered, 
have  never,  during  recent  years,  taken  united  vigorous 
action  against  their  military  rulers,  in  spite  of  eloquent 
speeches  in  the  German  Imperial  Parliament.  One  pro- 
minent Social  Democrat,  Karl  Liebknecht  (son  of  Wilhelm 
Liebknecht,  who  lived  for  twelve  years  in  England 
as  an  exile  and  was  greatly  influenced  by  the  spirit  of 
liberty  of  our  country)  saw  the  futility  of  the  mere 
wordy  denunciation  of  German  militarism  and  attempted, 
much  against  the  wishes  of  his  leading  colleagues,  to 
organise  a  movement  which  should  attack  the  Prussian 
military  system.  He  carried  on  an  agitation  a  few  years 
'before  the  war,  but  he  was  promptly  arrested  and  sent  to 
prison.  His  comrades  did  practically  nothing  to  assist  him, 
on  the  ground  that  his  ideas  were  unpractical,  and  they 


quietly  submitted  to  the  suppression  of  the  movement -he  had 
begun.  August  Bebel  and  Wilhelm  Liebknecht,  the  old 
Social  Democratic  leaders  who  were  imprisoned  for  two 
years  in  1871-72  for  opposing  the  annexation  of  Alsace- 
Lorraine,  were  then  in  the  grave.  The  soul  of  German 
democracy  is  buried  with  them. 


Money  for  Militarism. 

Again,  shortly  before  the  war,  the  German  Government 
decided  to  increase  the  already  tremendous  German  Army] 
and  Navy.  The  Social  Democrats,  following  their  usual] 
tactics,  voted  against  the  proposals  for  further  military  am 
naval  expenditure  ;  but  immediately  afterwards  they  voted] 
in  favour  of  the  taxation  required  in  order  to  pay  for  the 
additional  forces  !  No  wonder  the  Kaiser  is  stated  to  have] 
declared,  "  My  Social  Democrats  are  not  so  black  as  they 
have  been  painted  !  " 

German  Socialists  support  the  Kaiser. 
In  spite  of  their  oft-repeated  professions  in  favour  of 
peace,  the  German  Social  Democrats  supported  the  Kaiser 
when  he  declared  war.  Socialist  and  Trade  Union  leaders 
took  active  part  in  assisting  Germany  not  only  at  home  but 
also  abroad  in  acting  as  agents  in  the  work  of  demonstrating 
the  pacifism  of  the  Government  which  they  had  denounced 
before  the  war  as  the  one  great  danger  to  the  peace  of 
Europe.  A  few,  including  Karl  Liebknecht,  became 
ashamed  of  being  tools  of 'the  power  which  was  obviously 
determined  upon  conquest  and  whose  barbarous  conduct  in 
Belgium  and  France  had  shocked  the  civilized  world. 
But  these  few  remain  without  any  real  influence.  Karl 
Liebknecht  is  again  in  prison  for  telling  the  truth  about  the 
deeds  of  the  German  Army  in  Belgium  and  the  aims  of 
the  German  military  autocracy.  No  effective  steps  have 
been  taken  by  the  Social  Democrats  to  help  their  imprisoned 
comrades  ;  on  the  contrary,  Karl  Liebknecht  has  been 
denounced  by  them  for  making  his  protest  against  German 
brutality  and  aggression. 


The  Kaiser's  Missionaries. 

The  great  majority  of  the  well-known  Socialist  members 
of  the  Reichstag  placed  themselves  at  the  disposal  of  the 
German-  Government  and  on  its  behalf  formed  deputations 
to  the  Socialist  and  Labour  Parties  of  neutral  countries  for 
the  purpose' of  impressing  upon  them  the  pacific  character 
of  German  militarism.  Fortunately  they  could  not  convince 
their  hearers  that  the  Kaiser  and  his  military  regime,  which 
the  German  Socialists  had  previously  condemned  as  a  danger 
to  ;the  peace  of  the  world,  had  suddenly  changed  their 
nature.  The  reply  of  the  Italian  Socialists  to  their  German 
comrades  is  worthy  of  record.  They  said  : — 

"  Your  defence  does  not  convince  us.  ....  The  point 
of  view  of  the  German  Social  Democrats  coincides  with 

v'  that  of  German  Imperialism Germany's  motto  is  : 

Deutschland  uber  A  lies,  and  you  have  not  opposed  it ;  but 
you  have  published  in  the  *Vorwarts'  an  appreciation 
of  the  Kaiser,  alleging  that  he  had  worked  during  twenty- 
five  years  for  peace.  You  speak  of  German  civilization 
being  in  danger.  But  in  this  civilization  we  can  find  no 
trace  of  culture,  when  you  attack  and  torture  neutral 
Belgium,  and  complete  the  destruction  of  Louvain.  Taken 
as  a  whole,  German  Socialists  are  just  as  plausible  and 
use  the  same  excuses  as  the  ministers  of  the  German 
Government. 

"We  are  enraged  at  the  terrible  fact  that  Germany  has 
violated  Belgium's  neutrality,  and  you  have  not  even 
protested.  We  tell  you  quite  openly  that  we  honour  and 
weep  for  devastated  Belgium  and  tremblingly  watch  the 
fate  of  France." 

The  Peace  Offensive. 

When  the  German  Government  came  to  the  conclusion 
•that  it  would  serve  Germany's  purpose  to  begin  to  talk  about 
peace,  the  Social  Democrats  readily  agreed  to  create  the 
necessary  "atmosphere."  Acting  with  thepTrpuctionary  Centre 


Party  they  proposed  that  the  German  Government  should 
agree  to  make  a  declaration  in  favour  of  peace  "  without 
indemnities  or  annexations  " — that  is  to  say,  that  Germany 
should  be  allowed  to  occupy  the  position  she  held  before  the 
war  without  being  compelled  to  give  compensation  for  the 
damage  and  outrage  she  had  perpetrated  on  her  unoffending 
neighbours.  The  Government  agreed  to  make  the  declaration 
in  the  Reichstag  through  the  Chancellor  Michaelis,  who, 
however,  cynically  remarked  that  he  accepted  the  phrase 
"no  indemnities  or  annexations"  "as  I  understand  it."  This 
flagrant  piece  of  duplicity  was  hailed  as  a  great  triumph  by 
the  Social  Democrats,  who  again  appealed  to  the  world  to 
recognise  the  peaceful  character  of  the  German  Government, 
and  called  upon  the  working  classes  of  all  belligerent 
countries  to  compel  their  governments  to  agree  to  a  "  peace 
by  understanding." 


What  "Peace  by  Understanding"  Means. 

The  real  meaning  of  a  "  peace  by  understanding "  and 
why  Germany  desires  it  has  been  explained  quite  openly  by 
the  Socialist  member  of  the  Reichstag,  Dr.  Paul  Lensch. 
He  is  a  valuable  witness.  Before  the  warr  he  belonged  to 
the  extreme  wing  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party  and  was 
noted  for  his  violent  attacks  upon  Prussian  militarism  and 
bureaucracy.  Now  he  shows  himself  to  be  as  Imperialist  as 
a  Pan-German,  only  more  cunning.  He  is  a  strong  supporter 
of  the  Reichstag  "  peace  resolution."  He  applauds  the 
Papal  Note  and  admires  Herr  von  Kuhlniann  ;  at  the  same 
time  he  re  all  for  the  democratisation  of  German  political 
institutions  ;  and  he  rebukes  the  bad  tactics — but  not  the 
aims — of  the  Pan-Germans.  In  an  article  in  "  Die  Glocke," 
a  Socialist  organ,  of  October,  1917,  he  states  : 

"  Just  as  Frederick  the  Great  is  counted  the  victor  in  the 
Seven  Years'  War  because  he  succeeded  in  maintaining  the 
status  quo  against  vastly  superior  forces  and  in  sticking 
to  Silesia,  so,  in  this  case,  the  Central  Powers  will  le 
counted  the  victors  if  they  succeed  in  preventing  any 


diminution  in  the  extent  of  their  former  frontiers,  in 
keeping  Alsace-Lorraine,  the  colonies,  and  Trent  and 
Trieste,  and  in  refusing  their  enemies  any  indemnity. 

"  The  consequences  which  such  a  peace  would  have  for 
English  world-power  we  have  often  explained.  It  would 
be  for  Great  Britain  the  greatest  defeat  in  its  history  and 
the  beginning  of  its  ruin.  It  is  just  because  people  in 
England  are  well  aware  of  that  that  they  are  resolute  for  the 
war  and  ^ill  hear  nothing  of  a  peace  by  understanding. 

"  For  that  very  reason,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Central 
Powers  will  and  can  press  all  the  more  persistently  for 
such  a  peace.  ...  Germany  will  have  won  the  war  if 
she  does  not  lose  it,  but  England  icill  have  lost  the  war 
if  she  does  not  win  it" 


Socialist  Imperialist  Aims. 

Dr.  Lensch  then  explains  that  the  map,  as  this  war  leaves 
it,  will  be  nothing  final,  and  that  only  in  the  coming  decades 
"will  the  process  of  economic  and  political  disintegration 
which  this  war  has  produced  in  many  countries  Show  its 
effects."  Only  then  "  will  the  true  time  of  harvest "  come 
for  Germany.  The  mistake  of  the  Pan-Germans  is  not  that 
they  want  too  much,  but  that  they  "want  everything  at 
once."  Herr  Lensch  forces  his  point  home  in  the  following 
amazing  fashion  : — 

"  Here  the  Bible  saying  applies  :  Seek  ye  first  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness  and  all  these 
things  shall  be  added  unto  you.  First  bring  about  the 
peace  by  understanding  which  secures  Germany's  political 
independence,  territorial  integrity,  and  economic  freedom 
of  development,  and  then  Germany  will  have  shown 
herself  so  strong  that  '  all  these  things '  shall  be  added 
unto  her" 

"  All  these  things  "  mean  a  big  indemnity,  the  annexation 
of  Belgium,  the  French  territory  of  Briey  and  Longwy, 


Courland,  Lithuania,  Livonia,  Esthonia,  and  part  of  Ron- 
mania,  and  increases  in  colonies  and  naval  bases.  •  This  is 
the  peace  programme  of  the  Pan-Germans. 

Peace  now  a  Triumph  for  Germany. 

Nor  does  Dr.  Lensch  stop  here.  He  denounces  the  Pan- 
Germans  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  small  and  impotent 
group  of  Minority  Socialists  on  the  other  hand,  because  all 
interference  with  "  the  unity  between  Government  and 
Parliament "  and  with  Herr  von  Kuhlmann,  who  has 
preached  unity  to  the  Reichstag  Committee  in  "  very  happy, 
no£  to  say  fiery  words,"  is  calculated  to  spoil  the  German 
plan.  For  it  is  obvious  that  "the  longer  one  protracts  the 
war,  the  more  the  position  is  menaced  of  the  great  central 
people  of  Europe."  On  the  other  hand,  Germany's  enemies 
have  an  interest  in  continuing  the  war  "  because  a  peace  by 
understanding  signifies  for  most  of  them  collapse."  And* 
Dr.  Lensch  adds  : — 

u  Only  think  what  a  '  peace  by  understanding '  means 
for  France — what  it  means  for  Italy  !     For  both  countries 

it  would   mean   utter   ruin For  Germany  alone 

and  her  Allies  it  would  be  a  triumph.  It  is  not  for 
nothing  that  in  the  States  of  Central  Europe,  and  in  them 
alone,  Parliament,  and  Government  are  united  in  the  aim 
of  a  peace  by  understanding." 

These  are  the  opinions  not  of  a  Prussian  Conservative,  but 
of  a  leader  of  a  party  which  boasts  of  its  scientific  revolu- 
tionary principles  and  programme — a  revolutionary  who 
has  thrown  off  the  red  mask  and  shows  himself  in  his  true 
colours  as  an  apostle  of  German  Imperialism. 

German  Socialist  Kultur. 

Dr.  Lensch  has  also  clearly  demonstrated  that  his  hatred 
of  Britain  includes  the  British  working  classes.  In  his 
work  Die  deutsclie  Sozialdemokratie  und  der  Weltkrieg 
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(German  Social  Democracy  and  the  \Vorld  War)  he  argues 
that  the.  Social  Democrats  must  strive  for  the  defeat  of 
England  who,  he  informs  his  readers,  is  a  beast  of  prey,  to 
ensure  that  "  the  English  working  classes  will  lose  their 
present  privileged  position.  They  will  be  reduced  to  the 
same  level  as  the  workmen  of  other  lands."  A  German 
victory  means  that  "  the  hearts  and  heads  of  English 
workmen  would  be  open  to  the  intellectual  (i.e.  German) 
schooling  of  the  Socialistic  idea." 

This  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  Prussian  method  of 
spreading  Kultur.  The  British  workers,  their  wives  and 
children  are  to  be  bombed  from  aircraft,  poisoned  by  gases, 
sunk  by  submarines  and  slaughtered  by  every  fiendish 
device  of  German  military  science,  BO  that  they  may  be 
forced  down  to  the  political  and  social  degradation  of 
the  German  people,  and  they  then  will  appreciate  not 
only  the  greatness  of  Gerrrany  but  the  splendid  humane 
and  intellectual  qualities  of  the  German  Social  Democrats  ! 
If  the  British  worker  will  not  accept  German  views  through 
persuasion  they  must  be  got  into  his  head  and  heart  by 
means  of  shells  and  aerial  torpedoes.  This  is  the  reward 
which  "  International  comradeship  "  tenders  to  the  Jand  and 
the  people  who,  as  Social  Democratic  leaders  confess,  taught 
the  German  Socialists  and  trade  unionists  how  to  organise, 
and  who  gave  an  asylum  to  Karl  Marx,  Wilhelm  Liebknecht, 
Frederick  Engels,  Eduard  Bernstein  and  hundreds  of  other 
German  Socialists  when  they  were  forced  to  flee  from  the 
persecution  of  the  German  Government. 

German  Socialists  and  Russia. 

In  the  process  of  the  Russian  Revolution,  the  German 
Social  Democrats  have  played  the  same  double  part.  The 
Russian  Socialist  leaders  took  their  doctrines  from  Germany, 
believing  in  the  sincerity  of  their  teachers.  But  when,  after 
the  events  of  March,  1917,  in  Russia,  the  Russian  Socialists 
appealed  to  their  German  comrades  to  put  their  programme 
into  operation  and  bring  about  the  long  promised  overthrow 
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of  Prussian  militarism,  Herr  Scheidemann,  the  Socialist 
Democratic  leader,  replied  coldly  that  there  was  no  need  for 
a  revolution  in  Germany,  thus  confessing  that  the  revolu- 
tionary principles  of  the  German  Social  Democrats  were  the 
merest  sham.  The  Russian  Socialists  were  left  with  "  their 
hand  of  comradeship  hanging  in  the  air." 


The  Pincers. 

The  clearest  exposure  of  the  tortuous,  deceptive  methods 
of  the  German  Social  Democrats  was  given  by  one  of  their 
most  prominent  leaders  at  the  Annual  Congress  of  the  Party 
held  at  Wurzburg  on  October  16th,  1917.  The  Congress 
liuopted  by  an  overwhelming  majority  a  resolution  approving 
the  Government's  policy  during  the  warj  This  means  that 
a  congress  of  professing  Internationalists  supported  the 
Kaiser's  methods  of  rapine  anjr  pillage  in  unoffending 
Belgium  and  the  mamfoldjjHfraers  and  outrages  of  the  sub- 
marine campaign.  /Iff,  the  debates,  Herr  David,  one  of  the 
party  chiefs  and  a  Socialist  member  of  the  Reichstag,  said  \-p- 

*Germany  must  squeeze  her  enemies  with  a  pair  of 
pincers,  namely,  the  military  pincer  and  the  pacifist  pincer. 
The  German  armies  must  continue  to  fight  vigorously, 
whilst  the  German  Socialists  encourage  and  stimulate 

^^^^ 

pacifism  among  Germany's  enemies.' 


Throwing:  off  the  Mask. 

Herr  David  here  threw  off  all  disguise.  The  policy  he 
advocated  and  which  the  Congress  supported  has  been 
followed  constantly  by  ttie  Social  Democrats  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war.  The  pacifists  in  the  countries  which  are 
combatting  the  German  endeavour  to  gain  the  mastery  of  the 
world  have  told  the  masses  of  those  countries  that  the-German 
Social  Democrats  are  sincere  in  their  desire  for  peace.  But 
the  Social  Democrats,  while  preaching  peace  to  the  workers 
of  the  world,  have,  ag  Herr  David  desires,  backed  the  Kaiser 
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and  his  armies  while  the  pacifist  pincers  have  been  "stimu- 
lating pacifism"  abroad  with  results  that  are  only  too  well 
known.  The  truth  is  that  the  great  majority  of  organised 
workers  of  Germany,  Social  Democrats  and  Trade  Unionists 
alike,  have  handed  themselves  over,  body  and  soul,  to  the 
Kaiser,  and  they  are  now  striving  to  use  the  International 
Labour  and  Socialist  movement  as  an  instrument  for 
securing  a  German  triumph. 

The  Two  Voices. 

Germany's  two  voices  proceed  from  the  same  mouth  :  one 
is  the  voice  of  pacifism  for  the  ear  of  the  workers  of  the 
Allied  countries ;  the  other  of  aggressive  militarism  ad- 
dressed to  the  Ge$5Tan  people.  The  British  worker  must 
be  on  his  guard  against  this  treachery  to  the  world's 
freedom  which  is  being  confessedly  performed  by  the 
Kaiser's  Socialist  henchmen  under  the  cloak  of  Inter- 
nationalism. The  workers  of  the  world  were  deceived 
in  time  of  peace  by  the  revolutionary  make-believe  of 
the  German  Social  Democrats.  Now  they  have  disclosed 
their  true  character  in  time  of  war,  there  is  no  excuse  for 
further  deception.  The  real  voice  of  Germany  is  now  known. 
It  calls  for  a  German  victory  and  a  German  peace  by  all  and 
every  means,  no  matter  how  foul.  The  organised  workers 
of  Britain  have  tlecioted-^rt  their  Trade  Union  Congress  and 
the  Conference  of  the  Labour  Party  that  they  will  not  be 
the  tools  of  Germany  but  the  unfaltering  defenders  or 
liberty.  This  means  that  they  have  resolved,  in  spite  of 
the  threats  and  cajolery  of  the  servile  followers  of  the 
Kaiser,  to  continue  the  struggle  until  the  German  conspiracy 
against  the  world  has  been  defeated  for  all  time. 


Printed  by  Messrs.  DARLING  &  SON,  Ltd.,  Bacon  Street,  E.2.     (14446) 


[ 


515 
S225 


c Sanders,   William  Stephe; 
Germany's  two  voices 


PLEASE  DO  NOT  REMOVE 
CARDS  OR  SLIPS  FROM  THIS  POCKET 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  LIBRARY 


